M15

Activity “Good reasons”

Which of the following situations do you think justify buying/purchasing something new? (This exercise can be done as an
activity: arrange your students in a line, and tell them take one step to the right if the situation justifies a new purchase, or
one step left if not. Then ask some of them to give a reason. After listening to the reasons, students can change their
position.)
1. Your trousers are torn.
2. Your bicycle is old and rusty.
3. Your best friend has just got some new trousers.
4. You have seen a notebook in a shop in your neighborhood – it is just like the ones you already use but this one has a
nicer cover.
5. Your friends have all bought t-shirts with a really flashy design. You want one but your parents say that you already
have enough clothes.
6. There are some cool t-shirts on sale and you want to buy one but your parents won’t let you, because they think the tshirts are very different from the clothes the family normally wears.
7. You tore your shirt while playing and you want to buy a new one. There are some really flashy t-shirts, some classic
t-shirts, and some more formal shirts. Which would you buy? Why? What reasons would you use?
8. The family needs a new car for work and you are discussing what car to buy. Your brother wants a sports car
because it is fast and cool.
9. The family needs a new car and your parents want an off-road truck because it is tougher, it can go anywhere, and it
is bigger.
10. Other situations
Bearing in mind your answers, consider these questions:
Are there some reasons that are better than others? Is being useful or functional necessarily a better reason than
being cool or aesthetically pleasing?
When making a decision, what kind of reasons do you think are more relevant?
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